appropriate classifications (Nosologie) . "When the work has been published in its entirety, it will merit a fuller notice at our hands than for the present we propose to undertake. Indeed, it will be evident from what has been already stated, that our intention is not now to deal with the subject of general pathological investigation; at the same time, we shall willingly avail ourselves of Dr. Spiess's admirable comments on certain diseased conditions in illustration of the remarks upon the advances in practical medicine to which, in connexion with the other works, we shall immediately proceed. Meanwhile, in The third work, that of Dr. Barclay, supplies a want which has been long felt both by students and by hospital physicians. The former, entering for the first time upon the study of diseases at the bedside, must, during a certain period at least, abandon themselves almost entirely to the cultivation of diagnosis; for it of necessity follows that, before the student can skilfully treat a disease, or entertain correct notions regarding its events, he must acquire a discriminating knowledge of the disease itself. It is in aiding clinical students to obtain this information, and so relieving to a certain extent?at all events greatly assisting?the hospital physician, that the work of Dr. Barclay promises to be most extensively useful; and regarding its merits we are glad to be able to express a very favourable opinion.
In a few particulars we differ from Dr. "VV. Barclay, some of these we shall endeavour to signalize. We wish, too, that his work had been shorter than it is ; we have no fault to find with the matter of his introductory chapter any more than with that of the two chapters immediately succeeding, the one, On the Method of Diagnosis, the other, " Acute rheumatism is a blood disease, and it is most likely that the unhealthy blood, circulating through the several organs, is the common source and cause of the articular, the cardiac, and the spinal symptoms, and the bond of connexion between them. This theory explains also the occurrence, which Dr. Begbie has noticed and recorded, of chorea in some and of acute rheumatism in others of the same family."f While British and French physicians have so frequently noticed and described this association of the two diseases, it is worthy of remark that Romberg, the author of the well-known work on nervous diseases, writing for Germany, says : "Bright has found that rheumatic affections, articular rheumatism, and rheumatic pericarditis, are frequent complications and causes of the complaint.
My own experience and that of other writers does not coincide with this opinion. I have never omitted examining the heart in chorea patients, even when there were no functional disturbances to draw attention to the organ; but with the exception of two cases, in which the complication was accidental, and in one of which it was only observed after the fifth relapse, brought on by a rheumatic attack, I have not found chorea accompanied by disease of the heart."
The relation of chorea to disease of the heart is not brought fully out by either Dr. Barclay or Dr. Aitken. No doubt further observation is required, and the subject being one of great interest and importance, will certainly receive it. It is already evident, however, that the cardiac affections apt to snpervene in chorea are different in kind as well as in degree. They arc, we believe, three in number?firstly, rheumatic endocarditis or pericarditis, revealed by the ordinary general and physical signs of these affections, aud resulting in organic change; * " Surely this view of the pathology of chorea receives a strong amount of probability from the circumstance that, after death in uncomplicated cases, the most experienced observers have foiled to detect any lesions by which the occurrence of the symptoms could be explained." (See Dr. Aitken's work, p. 527.) t Dr. Todd strongly upholds the rheumatic alliance of chorea. After describing the characters of the urine?its high specific gravity, the presence of lithates, and often of litliic acid, also of oxalate of lime?this eminent physician observes : " You cannot fail to notice that the general character of the urine in chorea bears a marked resemblance to that in rheumatism. This and other circumstances have led me to associate the state of constitution in which chorea is apt to occur with the rheumatic diathesis. ' Clinical Lectures: On Affections of the Nervous System, p. 441.
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